
Dear Friend, 

CAMDEN DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
1 Cooper St. 
Wemmont, N:- J'. 
November 17, 1969 

tne Vice-President's recent speech about the news media and their abil
ity to distort news events could easily apply to any local community as well 
as to nat:i_om.l issues. 

Some of us who either work or live in Camden feel that there has been, 
either consciously or unconsciously, reporting of events in Camden which is 
decitlcdly slanted and opinionated. The impress'i.cn given to people reading . 
local newspapers is that the big problems in Camden are narcotics and small 
groups of 11hoodlums bent on violence 11, to use the phrase cf Camden's Direc~or 
of Public Safety, Harold Melleby. 

It is possible that the city officials and the .news media are -settip.'i{ up 
these issues as primary in order to cover up their ccllective inability to deal
w:l.th +,he real prr:iblems of housing, education, and employment within the city• 

. The printing r,f the encl0sed brochure is aimed at presenting another ~er-
BJ_on of events in the city over the past year and a half. It is an attempv to 
r,a:Lnt. a differ~nt picture of dissenters and administration tactics from that 
wb:lch appears in the daily press • 

. ... ;,ire ~-n Camden is rl iffic,1lt enough, but we do not feel that the in~erests 
:! 1-·,~ residnn-ts are served by obscuring the main problems in order to ( cal 
'IT.L th .. Lesser problems that are 8 .asisr to solve., PJe ase read this brochure and 
let 1:8 ~r10111 if yr;;u c2n r.:i.-rcula+,r:.: addi tion3.l copies among groups witt whom 
ycu. Oe8.l,. 

r;ir grati+,,1rle fe,r you"!' ~ons'1dffr~tion of this brcr,hure accompanies this 
COTnI[l'lr1ir:2.+,-:i_r:11, 

hotert Weber 
Davj_d Berp;er 
Kenneth Newcomb 
Sylvia Ne-.:1crJmb 

'.J:z.r.r,srely yours, 

1G :~bL/-P. k/,£./r2,v 

Ruter!; P. Weber, Chaplain a'b Rutgers Uni-r-... 
ersi ty, Camden 

Chairman, Camden Defense 
Committee 

':JAMDEN DEFENSE nm"Il.ITTTEE 

Elizabeth H111ber 
John Himmelein 
Frank Kastner 
Ruth Krause 
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